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auspices of the victor of Coutras and Ivry, and the
authority of Maurice of Nassau would prevail Fif-
teen thousand men under Lesdigui&res were waiting
in Dauphiny to join the army of the Marshal's old
opponent, the Duke of Savoy, in the invasion of
Lombardy, and although the Marquis of Mantua
was the only other Italian Prince who had promised
active co-operation, it was expected that certainly
Venice, and possibly the Pope, would be tempted by
the prospect of large and easy territorial aggrandise-
ment to join in the attack on Spain. The avowed
intention of the French King to procure the election
of the zealously orthodox Duke of Bavaria as King
of the Romans, might convince the Holy Father
that he did not aim at the ruin of the Church either
in Germany or elsewhere.

Ten thousand men commanded by the Marquis of
La Force were expecting orders to cross the Pyre-
nees and to assist the Moriscos of Aragon and Cata-
lonia, who were being driven towards the frontier, to
recover and defend their homes. It was thought
that the Spanish nobility who loudly protested
against the persecution of their vassals, would, if
they did not help, at least not resist the invaders*
If this diversion did not suffice to prevent Philip III.
from sending reinforcements to Italy and assisting
his Austrian cousins, a larger army under the Duke
of Montbazon might invade Spain by St. Sebastian
and the west.

Henry IV. and his advisers had left little undone
which might command success against enemies al-
ready half overthrown by their own errors and divi-